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CONCORDIA BIOLOGY PROFESSOR WINS NSERC BIOTECHNOLOGY GRANT 


MONTREAL / December 6, 1988 --- Concordia University 
Biology Professor Ragai Ibrahim has won a major grant from the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada 
(NSERC) for a genetic engineering project aimed at improving the 


quality of Canadian canola (rapeseed). 


The three-year grant will be shared by two. other 
researchers, Normand Brisson, of the Universit de Montr and 


Vincenzo De Luca, of Saskatoon’s Plant Biotechnology Institute. 


Canola, a plant from the mustard family that is widely 
cultivated in Western Canada, is an important source of vegetable 
seed oil. However, canola products contain toxins which become 
concentrated in canola oil and animal seed meal; prolonged 
exposure to the toxins causes goiter in animals. 
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Ibrahim’s research team will use genetic engineering 
techniques to try to eliminate the toxins. A new gene coding for 
an enzyme taken from another plant will be introduced into the 
canola, which will change the plant’s metabolism and eliminate 


the toxic substances. 


Although the basic techniques of Ibrahim’s research have 
been used before, he says he hopes his project will encourage 
further study of ways to introduce foreign genetics into plants 


to improve their quality. 
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Media representatives requiring additional information should 
contact Diane McPeak, Public Relations Officer, at (514) (848- 
4883). 


